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Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Beyond the Valley of the Dolls 

Trailers: 20th Century Fox Notice 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence and sex scenes. 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on 11 April 1996 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording is a satirical look at decadent Los Angeles lifestyles, made in 1970. 
The dominant effect is the overdramatised presentation of casual sex and drug use. 

The publication contains regular displays of female nudity and semi-nudity, and 
simulations of sexual activities. References to and depictions of casual drug use occur 
regularly in the publication. Individual depictions of the infliction of serious physical 
harm and other acts of violence tend to be brief and there is little lingering focus on the 
results of violence, but they have some prominence within the feature. While some are 
presented realistically, overall the satirical nature of the plot and the exaggerated 
manner of presentation detract from the impact of the acts of violence. Two instances 
of implied coercion in association with sexual violence have been given little weighting, 
given the lack of explicit focus on either coercion or sexual activity. The publication is 
likely to be made available on a limited basis initially, although this does not preclude it 
being made available more widely later. The publication has some artistic, cultural and 
social merit. Significant weighting has been given to the portrayals of the infliction of 
serious physical harm and other acts of violence, and the portrayals and discussions of 
drug use and sexual activity and the exploitative display of female nudity. In view of the 
maturity needed to interpret these portrayals in the context of the satirical theme of the 
publication and its historical context, the Classification Office is of the view that the 
availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is 
restricted to adults. 

Accordingly the Classification Office classifies Beyond the Valley of the Dolls as a 
restricted publication, namely: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons 
who have attained the age of 18 years. 
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